
NEWSLETTER April 26, 2010

 
On April 17th, I presented myself to the NJ Association of 
the Central Atlantic Conference of the UCC for 
consideration of my request to become a Commissioned 
Minister for Addictions.  This followed a year long 
process including a clearness (discernment) committee 
and approval by the GRCC, a meeting with the NJA 
committee on ministry and written statements about my 
beliefs and understanding of the polity of the UCC.  The 
meeting was very supportive and voted to approve my 
request for ministry by unanimous vote. 

While the vote was about me, it was more a recognition by 
the NJA that addiction is a ministry for all churches within 
it.  This is a major step forward, for as we know, addiction 
is at epidemic proportions in NJ.  I am very pleased by the 
vote on my request— I am overjoyed that NJA recognizes 
addictions as a ministry for all. 

~Jim O’Brien 

Jim will be commissioned during the 10:15 service this 
coming Sunday, May 2nd.  Please come and share this very 
special time with him and his family and his congregation! 
 

May 2, 2010 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
8:15am Chapel/Communion 

10:15am Worship with Communion and  
Commissioning of Jim O’Brien  

The Rev. Dr. Joseph David Stinson, Preaching 
The Rev. Cynthia Reynolds, Presiding 

 “My Peace I Give to You” 

John 13:31-35; 14:25-27 

� 
Child Care for the very young provided.  

 
Greeting this Sunday will be The Rowan/Shove Family 
and David Ellertson. The ushers will be Gordon Hunziker, 
Kevin Johns, Chris Ely, Lynne Oliver, Chris Fletcher and 
Lou Ferrara.  Communion servers will be Michael Carey, 
Linda Kerr, Dennis Krien, Caroline and Courty Bartlett, 
David Ellertson, Felicia Dolan, Audrey Wood and Craig 
Wood. Videographer is Bob Hayes. Counters in the 
Treasurer’s Office, Sherry Brabham and Craig Wood. Lisa 
Cinotti will deliver the flowers.   
 

���� IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS ���� 
◊ At home: Jean Ost, Al Brown, Linda Woodbury, Betty 

Sheppard, Bob Kansky, James Hollander, Lauren 
Smith, Lorraine Rieder, Susan Booth, Karen Augis, 
Phyllis Domenic, Madeline Edgar, Scott Spoerl, 
Sandra Lefkovits, Mary Keller, Bob Runge, Jim 
O’Brien, Bill Wood, and Barbara Underwood. 

◊ In extended care facilities: Bill Luddecke (Van Dyk), 
Ed Warren (Stuart FL), Art and Marilea Schlobohm 
(Green Hill), Betty Bishop (Juniper Village, 
Chatham), Don Olson (Job Haines), Robert Martin 
Schaeberle (Ridge at River Woods, Exeter, NH), Peg 
Carr Waters (North Carolina), Lucy Force (Sunrise, 
Woodcliff Lake) 
 

 

Friends & family of our church: Grace Uliano, Bern 
Sleem, Ruth Mustachio, Eloy & Ofelia Hernandez, Andrei 
Padlowski, JC Egbert, Alison Krien, Stephen Strickland, 
Len Calvin, Andrea Row, Bob Sherman, Helen Brabham, 
George Boltniew, Agnes Joy Busk, Anna Withington, Jill 
Reintjes, Dan Glitzer, Sue Potter, Merrill Roberts, Joan 
and Frank Lytle, Barbara Acosta, Thomas Bright, Jim 
O’Brien, Sr., Amanda Oliver, Jean and Barry Frere, Jim 
Marturano, Elizabeth Knox, Pat and Betty Vigliotti, Paula 
Newman, Frank Pescatore, Mary Embree, Jeff Glock, Bill 
Phillips, and UCC Missionaries Jon and Dawn Barnes in 
South Africa and Back Bay Mission in Biloxi.  The men 
and women of the Armed Forces serving overseas in 
harm’s way.  The People of Haiti.  
 
RUMMAGE SALE 
The rummage sale is done, with many exhausted and 
satisfied volunteers who made this bi-annual event a major 
fundraiser for the Women’s Association and their 
benevolences.  Thanks to Tyra Brown, Ann Waugh, Linda 
Kerr, Bob Kansky, all the sorting crew and countless 
others who tirelessly came, sorted and manned the stations 
of all the different items.  Also thanks to those who stayed 
on Saturday to help put all the rooms back!  It is much 
harder than it looks, and we hope they are all taking a well 
deserved rest. 
 

 
Great concert!  Thanks to Tom Mustachio and all of our 
choir members who worked so hard.  Fabulous feedback 
from all who attended…and if you didn’t you missed a 
truly outstanding concert.  And with the new lights finally 
on in the sanctuary it was truly Music of Light and Peace!  
Dave Kerr said it best.  “Tom never takes himself 
seriously but his music....very serious.  Results - 
gratifying.”  Thanks to you Tom. 
 
CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS:  Students go directly to 
class this Sunday at 10:15 a.m.  Grades 1 - 7 will go with 
their teachers to the chapel for the famous Bible Jeopardy 
Challenge.  The 8th graders have prepared the game and 
the competition is always strong.  Don't miss joining in the 
contest!  Younger children will be in their classrooms and 
High School Students are invited to remain at worship to 
witness the commissioning of Jim O'Brien. 
 
WE’RE ON FACEBOOK!! 
For those of you who spend some time on the computer 
look up the Church’s Facebook page!  We have all the 
latest pictures and events downloaded there and there are 
places for comments from you as well.  A great way to 
reach out to our congregation and others. 
 
CLASS PICTURES FOR SALE:  Do you know that for 
each picture purchased part of the money will go towards 
refreshing some of the classrooms with new paint this 
summer and some needed carpentry work?  You can also 
make a donation to the "paint can" on the table in 
Robinson Hall by the pictures to help with the classroom 
projects. Forms will go home with students after Sunday 
School this Sunday, May 2, need to be back by May 9. 
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MR. STINSON’S BIBLE STUDIES RESUME 
Mr. Stinson Sunday class on Sundays at 9am on the book 
of Hebrews will meet again this Sunday, May 2nd. The 
10am Wednesday class on Luke will meet again this 
Wednesday April 28th.  
 
TRAVELING? HEARING/SEEING GOOD IDEAS?  
If you attend a church somewhere else, please bring us 
back a bulletin so that we can see what other churches 
around the U.S. and the world are doing in worship.  If 
there is something you found particularly helpful, please 
highlight it or let us know.  The Worship Ministry 
continues to look for ideas to enrich worship at GRCC. 
Thank you.   ~Jan Spoerl 
 
BETHEL LOVE SOUP KITCHEN, MAY 6TH  
The pantry is in special need of the following items:  
peanut butter & jelly, soups, cereals, Ramen noodles, and 
juice boxes.  Please remember our hungry neighbors as 
you do grocery shopping.   Donations of large packages of 
instant mashed potatoes, canned gravy, and punch mix 
(just add water) will also be used by the soup kitchen in 
the weekly meal distribution.  Our next trip is Thursday, 
May 6th, time commitment 3:45pm – 7:00pm.   Carpool 
from the church.  Homemade cookies are always 
welcome. 
 
CONFIRMAND’S INTERPRETATION 
Jessica Buchmann read Acts 9:36-43.  “I believe the 
people of Joppa didn’t start believing in God until after 
they had proof of his existence.  When Peter was called 
into Lydda by the believers to help in Joppa, he brought 
Tabitha back to life.  He shared this news only with the 
believers but when the news spread to the others, it was 
then that they believed in the Lord.  In this passage, some 
need proof of God’s existence while others are 
unquestioning about his existence.  These are the people 
who first shared the happy news.” 
 
HOMECORP NEEDS 
A disabled, single woman has been accepted for housing 
through HOME Corp. She is in need of some basic items 
for her apartment.  They are: bed linens (twin bed), bath 
linens, small kitchen table & chairs, pots & pans, a table 
lamp, and an end table.  If anyone has any of these items 
that you would like to donate, please let the church office 
know.  Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEFICIT CHALLENGE 
At the Annual Meeting, John Flippin challenged the 
church to step up to address the $93,000 deficit by making 
a contribution himself over and above his pledge of 
$1,000.  To date, six families have responded by giving or 
pledging an additional $9,750 more than their original 
pledge amounts. Have you made your extra deficit-
reduction gift or pledge increase? 
 
IMPROVEMENTS 
We were pleased to be able to read the hymns and 
bulletins for the first Sunday since Easter. The new lights 
were operational this past Sunday, in time for the Spring 
Concert of our choir.  There is still work to be done on this 
Operation Mustard Seed funded project—patching and 
painting and a dimmer system—but what an 
improvement!  We also received a gift for new dark blue 
carpeting in the chapel from the Congregation of St. 
Francis which meets in our chapel.    
 
 
ADMIRAL STINSON’S RETURN TO DUTY IN G.R. 
I was happy to return home on Sunday night after almost 
two weeks away from Glen Ridge.  After arriving in 
Germany for my visit to Landstuhl Hospital on 
Wednesday morning April 14th, the Iceland volcano 
erupted making travel in and out of Europe challenging. I 
had a wonderful opportunity to visit with our wounded 
warriors there and their caregivers. I was supposed to fly 
to Italy on the 17th so I could preach at the Naples Navy 
Chapel on the 18th.  However, we were not able to get 
there until Sunday evening, taking 5 trains and 14 hours 
for the transit.  The leg between Basel and Milano, 
through the Alps was most scenic but on that train we did 
not have assigned seats. We rode on the steps between the 
cars.  I spoke at the Professional Development Training 
course for Chaplains on Tuesday April 20th in Naples. I 
was supposed to return to the US on Wednesday. Again, 
no go.  So instead of staying for only one day of the 
chaplain’s course, I was able to attend it all.  On Friday, I 
took a 13 hour military flight from Naples to Norfolk, 
with one stop in the Azores.  I was late for a meeting of 
the Reserve Flag Wardroom but made most of that 
meeting in Norfolk. All told: Germany, France, 
Switzerland, Italy and the Azores (Portugal) and too many 
planes, trains and automobiles!  I was glad to be home.   

~J.D. Stinson 
 
IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
Art and Marilea Schlobohm have moved from Green Hill 
to the Summit Place of Beaufort, 1119 Pickpocket 
Plantation Drive, Beaufort, SC 29902. Their new phone 
number is 843-379-3717.   
 
 

 



MINISTRY OF OUTREACH AND 

MISSION DISBURSEMENTS TO 

DATE IN 2010: 

  

 
 
The members of MOM welcome your input 
as to agencies deserving of our financial and 
hands on support - please be in touch with us 
with your ideas! 
  
May Bethel Love Soup kitchen dates are:  
Thursdays May 6 and May 20.  If you are 
interested in serving, please contact Emily 
Kopec at  egroverkopec@gmail.com  Your 
donations of homemade cookies are always a 
hit too!  Please bring them to the church no 
later than 2:00 on our designated Thursdays.  
Thank you so much! 
  
MOM members:   
Todd Travia (chair) 
 Mary Anne Miller  
Susan Griffith  
Francie Starnes 
Marsha Watson 
Emily Grover-Kopec 
  
  
 

 
 

  

 

OCWM  $35,000 
New Jersey Association     3,210 
Haiti disaster relief      1,000 
IHN expenses          50 
Minsters' Discretionary Fund        1,500 

SCEEP       4,000 
YSOP trip          500 

Goodwill Rescue Mission                    3,600 

IHN       1,000 
MEND 1,000 
 YPS Match: 30 hr. famine    1,000 
NJA meeting expenses                     150 


